
Instructions for Authors 

 

Introduction 

Journal of Forestry Research (JFR) publishes scientific articles related to forestry for a broad 

range of international scientists, forest managers and practitioners. The scope of the journal 

covers the following 20 subjects:  

 

 Tree genetics and tree breeding 

 Tree physiology 

 Silviculture 

 Forest soil 

 Forest hydrology 

 Forest ecology 

 Forest adaptation to climate change 

 Restoration ecology 

 Urban forestry 

 Forest management 

 Forest biometrics 

 Forest RS, GIS, and modeling 

 Forest health monitoring and assessment 

 Forest fire 

 Forest resource conservation 

 Forest entomology and pathology 

 Forest biomass, carbon, and bioenergy 

 Forest engineering 

 Wood science and biomaterials 

 Wildlife ecology and management 

 

Although JFR is a comprehensive academic journal covering nearly all subjects of 

forestry, this journal does not publish papers related to forest policy and economics, forest 

law, medicinal plants, fruit trees, landscape architecture, horticulture, aquatic organisms, 

technologies for extractions, the composition of wood, wood products technology and pulp 

processing, and manufacturing methods, as well as other subjects addressed in detail by other 

journals. 

The journal welcomes review articles, original papers, commentary, perspective 

and short communications etc. with high academic quality. The journal seeks manuscripts 

reporting breakthroughs in knowledge, approaches or techniques, and understanding across 
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a broad spectrum of forests and forestry. All papers are subject to peer review. 

Submissions are judged on their originality, the importance of their subject matter, and their 

clarity, accuracy, and quality of scientific writing. 

 

 

Required Reading before Submission 

 

Ethical responsibilities of authors 

 

This journal is committed to upholding the integrity of the scientific record. As a member of 

the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE), the journal follows the COPE guidelines on 

how to deal with potential acts of misconduct. 

Authors should refrain from misrepresenting research results which could damage the trust 

in the journal and ultimately the entire scientific endeavour. Maintaining integrity of the 

research and its presentation can be achieved by following the rules of good scientific practice, 

which includes: 

 The manuscript has not been submitted to more than one journal for simultaneous 

consideration.  

 The manuscript has not been published previously (partly or in full) as well as the form 

of PREPRINT, unless the new work concerns an expansion of previous work (please 

provide transparency on the re-use of material to avoid the hint of text-recycling (“self-

plagiarism”)). 

 A single study is not split up into several parts to increase the quantity of submissions 

and submitted to various journals or to one journal over time (e.g. “salami-publishing”). 

 No data have been fabricated or manipulated (including images) to support your 

conclusions 

 No data, text, or theories by others are presented as if they were the authors own 

(“plagiarism”). Proper acknowledgements to other works must be given (this includes 

material that is closely copied (near verbatim), summarized and/or paraphrased), 

quotation marks are used for verbatim copying of material, and permissions are 

secured for material that is copyrighted.  

Important note: the journal may use software to screen for plagiarism. 

 Consent to submit has been received from all co-authors and responsible authorities at 

the institute/organization where the work has been carried out before the work is 

submitted. 

 Authors whose names appear on the submission have contributed sufficiently to the 

scientific work and therefore share collective responsibility and accountability for the 

results. 

 

In addition: 



 Changes of authorship or in the order of authors are not accepted after acceptance of 

a manuscript. 

 Requests to add or delete authors at revision stage or after publication is a serious 

matter, and may be considered only after receipt of written approval from all authors 

and detailed explanation about the role/deletion of the new/deleted author. The 

decision on accepting the change rests with the Editor-in-Chief of the journal. 

 Upon request authors should be prepared to send relevant documentation or data in 

order to verify the validity of the results. This could be in the form of raw data, samples, 

records, etc.  

 

If there is a suspicion of misconduct, the journal will carry out an investigation following the 

COPE guidelines. If, after investigation, the allegation seems to raise valid concerns, the 

accused author will be contacted and given an opportunity to address the issue. If misconduct 

has been proven, this may result in the Editor-in-Chief’s implementation of the following 

measures, including, but not limited to:  

 If the article is still under consideration, it may be rejected and returned to the author.  

 If the article has already been published online, depending on the nature and severity 

of the infraction, either an erratum will be placed with the article or in severe cases 

complete retraction of the article will occur. The reason must be given in the published 

erratum or retraction note.  

 The author’s institution may be informed. 

 

Disclosure of potential conflict of interests 

 

Authors must disclose all relationships or interests that could influence or bias the work. 

Although an author may not feel there are conflicts, disclosure of relationships and interests 

affords a more transparent process, leading to an accurate and objective assessment of the 

work. Awareness of real or perceived conflicts of interests is a perspective to which the readers 

are entitled and is not meant to imply that a financial relationship with an organization that 

sponsored the research or compensation for consultancy work is inappropriate. Examples of 

potential conflicts of interests that are directly or indirectly related to the research may include 

but are not limited to the following: 

 Research grants from funding agencies (please give the research funder and the grant 

number) 

 Honoraria for speaking at symposia 

 Financial support for attending symposia 

 Financial support for educational programs 

 Employment or consultation 

 Support from a project sponsor  

 Position on advisory board or board of directors or other type of management 

relationships  



 Multiple affiliations 

 Financial relationships, for example equity ownership or investment interest 

 Intellectual property rights (e.g. patents, copyrights and royalties from such rights) 

 Holdings of spouse and/or children that may have financial interest in the work  

In addition, interests that go beyond financial interests and compensation (non-financial 

interests) that may be important to readers should be disclosed. These may include but are 

not limited to personal relationships or competing interests directly or indirectly tied to this 

research, or professional interests or personal beliefs that may influence your research. 

The corresponding author collects the conflict of interest disclosure forms from all authors. 

In author collaborations where formal agreements for representation allow it, it is sufficient 

for the corresponding author to sign the disclosure form on behalf of all authors.  

The corresponding author will include a summary statement in the text of the manuscript 

in a separate section before the reference list that reflects what is recorded in the potential 

conflict of interest disclosure form(s).  

 

See below examples of disclosures: 

Funding: This study was funded by X (grant number X). 

Conflict of Interest: Author A has received research grants from Company A. Author B has 

received a speaker honorarium from Company X and owns stock in Company Y. Author C is a 

member of committee Z.  

If no conflict exists, the authors should state:  

Conflict of Interest: The authors declare that they have no conflict of interest. 

 

Submission declaration and verification 

 

Submission of an article implies that the work described has not been published previously, 

that it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere, that its publication is approved by 

all authors and tacitly or explicitly by the responsible authorities where the work was carried 

out, and that, if accepted, it will not be published elsewhere in the same form, in English or 

in any other language, including electronically without the written consent of the copyright-

holder. To verify originality, your article may be checked by the originality detection service 

CrossCheck: https://app.ithenticate.com/en_us/login. 

 

 

Changes to authorship 

 

This policy concerns the addition, deletion, or rearrangement of author names in the 

authorship of accepted manuscripts: 

Before the accepted manuscript is published in an online issue: Requests to add or remove 

an author, or to rearrange the author names, must be sent to the Journal Manager from the 

corresponding author of the accepted manuscript and must include: (a) the reason the name 

https://app.ithenticate.com/en_us/login


should be added or removed, or the author names rearranged and (b) written confirmation 

(e-mail, fax, letter) from all authors that they agree with the addition, removal or 

rearrangement. In the case of addition or removal of authors, this includes confirmation from 

the author being added or removed. Requests that are not sent by the corresponding author 

will be forwarded by the Journal Manager to the corresponding author, who must follow the 

procedure as described above. Note that: (1) Journal Managers will inform the Journal Editors 

of any such requests and (2) publication of the accepted manuscript in an online issue is 

suspended until authorship has been agreed. 

After the accepted manuscript is published in an online issue: Any requests to add, delete, 

or rearrange author names are not accepted. 

 

Please note that author names will be published exactly as they appear on the 

accepted submission! 

 

 

Copyright transfer 

 

Authors will be asked to transfer copyright of the article to the Publisher (or grant the Publisher 

exclusive publication and dissemination rights). This will ensure the widest possible protection 

and dissemination of information under copyright laws. 

 

 

Language (usage and editing services) 

 

Please write your text in good English (American or British usage is accepted, but not a mixture 

of them). Authors whose native language is not English must have their manuscripts checked 

by a native English speaker before submission. Authors who feel their English manuscript may 

require editing to eliminate possible grammatical or spelling errors and to conform to correct 

scientific English may choose the English Language Editing service available from four native 

English language editors of JFR.  

 

 

Referees 

 

Authors are required to identify four persons who are qualified to serve as reviewers. Authors 

are requested not to suggest reviewers with whom they have a personal or professional 

relationship, especially if that relationship would prevent the reviewer from having an unbiased 

opinion of the work of the authors. A working e-mail address for each reviewer is essential for 

rapid review in the event that reviewer is selected from those that are identified by the authors. 

You may also select reviewers you do not want to review your manuscript, but please state 



your reason for doing so. 

 

Full online submission 

 

Articles should be submitted by the author(s) to whom acknowledgment of receipt and other 

correspondence will be addressed. The senior author should also list his or her telephone 

and fax number and e-mail address on the manuscript and in any correspondence. A 

Research Report submitted to Journal of Forestry Research must contain original work and 

must not be under consideration for publication by other periodicals. If an article is accepted, 

the copyright will belong to the Publisher. Contributors are free, however, to reproduce 

material from their own articles without consulting the publisher provided that source is 

acknowledged. 

 

Submission to this journal proceeds totally online and you will be guided stepwise through the 

creation and uploading of your files. The system automatically converts source files to a single 

PDF file of the article, which is used in the peer-review process. Please note that even though 

manuscript source files are converted to PDF files at submission for the review process, these 

source files are needed for further processing after acceptance. All correspondence, including 

notification of the Editor's decision and requests for revision, takes place by e-mail removing 

the need for a paper trail. 

 

All submissions must be accompanied by a cover letter, which can be located before or after 

the main text. In the cover letter, you should declare that this manuscript has not been 

submitted to any of other journals, and the manuscript has not been published previously 

(partly or in full). Its publication is approved by all authors and tacitly or explicitly by the 

responsible authorities where the work was carried out. Highlights should be also mentioned 

in the cover letter. The cover letter should consist of a short collection of bullet points that 

convey below points (but not limited to the below): 

 

(1)What new scientific issue be addressed, or new contribution in methods be developed? 

(2)What are the main innovations of the MS and how about its values are in science or 

application? 

(3)Why are the conclusions? 

(4)What is the significance and importance of your study for international readers? 

 

 

Please submit your article via: 

http://www.editorialmanager.com/jfr/ 

 

Decision to publish 

http://www.editorialmanager.com/jfr/


 

The subject editors reserve the right to accept or reject a manuscript for publication. 

 

 

Manuscript Preparation 

 

New submissions 

 

Submission to this journal proceeds totally online according to the guidelines through the 

creation and uploading of your files. The system automatically converts your files to a single 

PDF file, which is used in the peer-review process. 

 

As part of the Your Paper Your Way service, you may choose to submit your manuscript as a 

single file to be used in the refereeing process. This should be a Word document, in any format 

or lay-out that can be used by referees to evaluate your manuscript. It should contain high 

enough quality figures for refereeing. If you prefer to do so, you may still provide all or some 

of the source files at the initial submission. Please note that individual figure files larger than 

10 MB must be uploaded separately. 

 

 

Length and format 

 

•Research reports of any length will be considered for publication. The Editors will consider 

submissions that exceed certain limit, subject to feedback received during peer review. 

Authors should aim, however, to present their work as concisely as possible.  

•All manuscripts must contain the essential elements needed to convey your manuscript, for 

example Abstract, Keywords, Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion and 

Conclusions, Artwork and Tables with Captions. 

•If your article includes any Videos and/or other Supplementary material, it should be included 

in your initial submission for peer review purposes.  

•Please ensure the text of a manuscript is double-spaced and has consecutive line numbering 

- this is an essential peer review requirement. 

•Please ensure the figures and the tables included in the single file are placed next to the 

relevant text in the manuscript, rather than at the bottom or the top of the file. 

 

 

Title page 

 

• Title. The title should be concise and informative 



• Author names and affiliations. Where the family name may be ambiguous (e.g., a double 

name), please indicate this clearly. Present the authors' affiliation addresses (where the actual 

work was done) below the names. Indicate all affiliations with a lower-case superscript letter 

immediately after the author's name and in front of the appropriate address. Provide the full 

postal address of each affiliation, including the country name and, if available, the e-mail 

address of each author.  

• Corresponding author. Clearly indicate who will handle correspondence at all stages of 

refereeing and publication, also post-publication. The ORCID (Open Researcher and 

Contributor ID) of the corresponding author is required after the name in brackets. Ensure 

that phone numbers (with country and area code) are provided in addition to the e-mail 

address and the complete postal address. Contact details must be kept up to date by the 

corresponding author. 

• Present/permanent address. If an author has moved since the work described in the 

article was done, or was visiting at the time, a 'Present address' (or 'Permanent address') may 

be indicated as a footnote to that author's name. The address at which the author actually did 

the work must be retained as the main, affiliation address. Superscript Arabic numerals are 

used for such footnotes. 

 

 

Article structure 

 

Title 

The title should be concise and informative, with appropriate words for indexing and 

information retrieval. In the title, the names of organisms should be either in vernacular or in 

Latin without their authors. Avoid abbreviations and formulae where possible. 

 

Abstracts 

A concise and factual abstract is required (not longer than 400 words). The abstract should 

state briefly the purpose of the research, the principal results and major conclusions. An 

abstract is often presented separately from the article, so it must be able to stand alone. For 

this reason, References should be avoided, but if essential, then cite the author(s) and year(s). 

Also, non-standard or uncommon abbreviations should be avoided, but if essential they must 

be defined at their first mention in the abstract itself. 

 

Keywords 

Immediately after the abstract, provide a maximum of 5 keywords, using American spelling 

and avoiding general and plural terms and multiple concepts (avoid, for example, 'and', 'of'). 

Be sparing with abbreviations: only abbreviations firmly established in the field may be eligible. 

These keywords will be used for indexing purposes. 

 

Introduction 

State the objectives of the work and provide an adequate background, avoiding a detailed 



literature survey or a summary of the results. 

 

Material and methods 

Provide sufficient detail to allow the work to be reproduced. Methods already published should 

be indicated by a reference: only relevant modifications should be described. 

 

Results 

Results should be clear and concise. 

 

Discussion 

This should explore the significance of the results of the work, not repeat them. A combined 

Results and Discussion section is often appropriate. Avoid extensive citations and discussion 

of published literature. 

 

Conclusions 

The main conclusions of the study may be presented in a short conclusions section, which 

may stand alone or form a subsection of a Discussion or Results and Discussion section. 

 

Acknowledgements 

Collate acknowledgements in a separate section at the end of the article before the references 

and do not, therefore, include them on the title page, as a footnote to the title or otherwise. 

List here those individuals who provided help during the research (e.g., providing language 

help, writing assistance or proof reading the article, etc.). 

 

Reference 

The author is responsible for verifying each reference against the original article. Articles cited 

in the text will be referred to by the surname of the author(s) with year of publication in 

parenthesis. If both are in parenthesis, no punctuation separates the name(s) of the author 

and the year of publication. If there are more than two authors only the senior author’s name 

is given. Reference list is placed at the end of text. References should be listed in alphabetical 

order according to the name of the first author and numbered. Chemical Abstracts Service 

Source Index and Serial Sources for the BIOSIS Preview Database can be used as the guide 

to the abbreviation of journal titles. Private communications, reports not yet accepted for 

publication, and unavailable documents are not reference and should be included in the text 

in parentheses. Citation of a reference as 'in press' implies that the item has been accepted 

for publication. Use the following examples for arranging the references: 

 

a. For periodicals 

Lawson SS, Michler CH (2014) Afforestation, restoration and regeneration - Not all trees are 

created equal. J For Res 25(1): 320. 

 

b. For article by DOI 



Xavier CN, Granato-Souza D, Barbosa ACMC, de Silva JRM (2021) Tropical dendrochronology 

applied to invasive tree species in the Brazilian Atlantic Forest. J. For. Res. 32(1): 91–101. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11676-019-01075-9 (DOI link is required)  

 

c. For books 

Killham K (1994) Soil ecology. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, p 242. 

 

d. For edited books 

Ward PC, Mawdsley W (2000) Fire management in the boreal forests of Canada. In: Kasischke 

ES, Stocks BJ (eds) Fire, climate change, and carbon cycling in the boreal forest. Springer, 

New York, pp 66–84. 

 

e. Web references 

As a minimum, the full URL should be given and the date when the reference was last accessed. 

Any further information, if known (DOI, author names, dates, reference to a source publication, 

etc.), should also be given. Example: 

Soni V (2008) In–situ conservation of Commiphora wightii a red–listed medicinal plant species 

of Rajasthan state, India. 

http://cmsdata.iucn.org/downloads/final_project_report_dr_vineet_soni.pdf [accessed on 

28.05.2012]. 

 

f. Dissertation 

Trent JW (1975) Experimental acute renal failure. Dissertation, University of California 

 

Table 

Each table should have an Arabic number and a brief title. Each table must be referred to the 

text but should be self-explanatory. Any explanation essential to the understanding of the 

table should be given as a footnote below the table. Column headings should be brief but may 

be amplified by footnotes. Vertical rules should be used. 

 

Figures 

Figures must be numbered with Arabic numerals according to their sequence in the text. Each 

figure or group of figure should be planned to fit the area of either one or two columns of text, 

preferably one. Both line drawing and photographs are referred to as figures. All illustrative 

material must be of publication quality. If several separate line drawings or photographs are 

to be incorporated in a single figure, they should be mounted together on white card with a 

minimum of space between. Figure legends should be brief and self-explanatory. For line 

drawing figures, please use 8-pound, white Time New Roma word. If line drawing figures are 

excel figures, please provide the original Excel figures for editing purpose. 

The publisher reserves the right to reduce or enlarge figures. Figure parts should be 

identified by lowercase roman letters (a, b, etc.). If illustrations are supplied with uppercase 

labeling, lowercase letters will still be used in the figure legends and citations. 

 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11676-019-01075-9
http://cmsdata.iucn.org/downloads/final_project_report_dr_vineet_soni.pdf


Equations 

All the equations used in the text should be given separate numbering: Eq. 1, Eq. 2, etc. 

Meantime, any equation should be edited by using Microsoft Eq. 3.0 or high version of 

Microsoft Eq.  

 

Units and Abbreviation 

Systeme Internationale (SI) units of measure and their abbreviations should be used; 

although certain non-SI units are also acceptable including liter (L) minute (min), day and 

year, last two of which should be spelled out in full. Whole number less than 10 are spelled 

out unless followed by a unit measurement. Otherwise, numbers are represented by numerals 

provided that they do not occur as the first word in a sentence. 

 

Name of Species 

Common names of organism may be used provided that in every case the Latin binomial and 

authority are given in parenthesis following the first use in both the Abstract and body of the 

paper. Elsewhere the authority should be omitted. Generic name may be abbreviated where 

this can be done without ambiguity. Genus and species names should be in italics. 

 

Name of Genes 

The names of Genes should be in italics, and they should be described in terms of base pairs, 

nucleotides or other gene-specific terms. 

 

Appendices 

If there is more than one appendix, they should be identified as A, B, etc. Formulae and 

equations in appendices should be given separate numbering: Eq. S1, Eq. S2, etc.; Similarly 

for tables and figures: Table S1, Fig. S1, etc. 

 

 

Submission checklist 

 

One author has been designated as the corresponding author with contact details: 

• ORCID 

• E-mail address 

• Full postal address 

• Telephone 

 

All necessary files have been uploaded, and contain: 

• Keywords 

• All figure captions. 

• All tables (including title, description, footnotes). 

 

Further considerations 



• Manuscript has been 'spell-checked' and 'grammar-checked'. 

• All references mentioned in the Reference list are cited in the text, and vice 

versa. 

• Permission has been obtained for use of copyrighted material from other 

sources (including the Web). 

• Color figures are clearly marked as being intended for color reproduction on 

the Web (free of charge) and in print, or to be reproduced in color on the Web (free 

of charge) and in black-and-white in print. 

• If only color on the Web is required, black-and-white versions of the figures 

are also supplied for printing purposes. 

 

 

Open access 

 

Journal of Forestry Research is a Transformative Journal (Hybrid Journal). Once the article 

is accepted for publication, authors will have the option to choose how their article is published: 

 Traditional publishing model – published articles are made available to institutions and 

individuals who subscribe to Journal of Forestry Research or who pay to read specific 

articles. 

 Open Access – when an article is accepted for publication, the author/s or funder/s pay 

an Article Processing Charge (APC). The final version of the published article is then free 

to read for everyone. 

Journal of Forestry Research is actively committed to becoming a fully Open Access journal. 

We will increase the number of articles we publish OA, with the eventual goal of becoming a 

fully Open Access journal. A journal that commits to this process is known as a Transformative 

Journal. 

 

 

Proofs and Offprints 

Once the manuscript has been accepted, the corresponding author(s) will receive PDF proofs 

and is responsible for proofreading and checking the entire article. Authors should correct only 

typesetting errors, no major alteration of the text will be accepted. Page proofs must be 

returned within 48 hours to avoid delays in publication along with the offprint order if required.  

 

 

Page Charges 

An article processing charge (APC, involving page charges and/or language polishing) occurs 

when a manuscript is accepted. The payment information of a paper will be notified to the 

corresponding author(s) before its publication by the journal corresponding editor. 


